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DRUNKENNESS. 


ITS  CURE  AND  PREVENTION. 

BY  JOHN  EARL. 

1  Hark  !  hear  the  Holy  Scripture  say, 

'  4  From  every  evil  pray  abstain  ; 
From  its  appearance  turn  away 

And  happiness  you  will  obtain." 
Of  drunkards  oft  our  Bibles  tell ; 

It  is  a  crime  of  high  degree ; 
No  drunkard  can  with  angels  dwell, 

Nor  heaven's  glories  ever  see. 

2  This  dreadful  crime  doth  man  debase, 

Blunts  the  fine  feelings  of  his  mind  ; 
Fills  his  frail  body  with  disease, 

And  to  his  welfare  makes  him  blind. 
The  bloated  face  and  fiery  eyes, 

The  trembling  limbs  and  palsied  frame* 
The  widow's  tears,  the  orphan's  cries, 

Proclaim  to  us  the  drunkard's  shame. 

3  'Tis  drunk'ness  opens  wide  a  door 

To  crimes  disgraceful  to  our  race  ; 
Many  a  rich  man  is  made  poor, 

And  thousands  sink  into  disgrace. 
Female  happiness  is  destroyed — 

Families  oft  are  broken  up  ; 
The  peace  of  many  is  annoyed 

By  those  who  quaff  the  baleful  cup. 
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4     Drunk'ness  oft  shortens  human  life, 

Brings  many  to  an  early  grave  ; 
Among  mankind  it  genders  strife, 

And  does  us  of  our  friends  bereave. 
The  gloomy  jail  and  the  alms-house 

Keceive  the  victims  of  this  fiend  ; 
Many  beneath  the  gallows  vouch 

That  drunkenness  has  been  their  end. 


5     Drunkenness  ruins  body  and  soul ; 

Like  a  dread  despot  it  does  reign ; 
Man  by  it  loses  self-control, 

With  guilt  and  shame  it  doth  him  stain. 
Alas  !  what  rapid  strides  it  makes — 

How  many  by  it  are  laid  low  ; 
We  hear,  we  see  its  sad  effects 

Wherever  we  may  chance  to  go. 


6     But  in  what  way  does  drunk'ness  come  ? 

Drunk'ness  which  causes  so  much  ill  ? 
By  drinking  whiskey,  gin  or  rum, 

Or  any  thing  made  by  the  still. 
The  poor  drunkard  is  not  so  born  ! 

It  takes  some  years  to  make  him  one ; 
From  step  to  step  we  see  him  go, 

By  drinking  drams  he  gets  undone. 


7     To  make  a  drunkard  takes  some  time — 

Indeed  'tis  a  gradual  work  ; 
The  man  that's  guilty  of  this  crime 

Is  worse  than  Arab,  Moor  or  Turk. 
Mahometans  reject  strong  drink 

Because  it  doth  drunk'ness  make  ; 
What  can  we  then  of  Christians  think 

Who  constantly  of  it  partake  ? 
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8     Look  not  on  wine,  says  the  wise  king  ; 

'Tis  a  mocker,  Solomon  said  ; 
For  like  an  adder  it  doth  sting — 

Oh  !  look  not  on  it  when  'tis  red. 
It  biteth  like  a  serpent  sly, 

A  deadly  wonnd  doth  it  impress  ; 
Then  for  yonr  life,  O,  from  it  fly, 

Or  it  will  bring  you  in  distress. 


9  Strong  drink  is  raging,  we  are  taught ; 

He's  wise  that's  not  deceived  thereby ; 
The  use  of  it  with  danger's  fraught, 

Then  shall  we  not  ourselves  deny  ? 
In  the  book  of  Leviticus 

We  read  that  God  to  Aaron  spake ; 
Behold  it  is  recorded  thus  : 

"No  wine  or  strong  drink  shalt  thou  take* 

10  "I  now  command  thy  sons  and  thee 

No  wine  or  strong  drink  for  to  use"; 
This  always  shall  a  statute  be — 

'Tis  death  if  thou  my  law  abuse." 
The  reason  that  God  assigns  for  this 

Is  that  a  difference  may  be  seen 
Between  the  man  that  holy  is, 

And  he  that's  wicked  and  unclean. 


11    Light  and  darkness  can  not  agree  ; 

Christ  and  Belial  can  ne'er  unite ; 
How  then  can  those  who  Christians  be 

In  alcoholic  drinks  delight  ? 
If  under  the  Mosaic  law 

Strong  drink  did  make  the  priests  unclean, 
May  we  not  the  conclusion  draw  : 

The  gospel  teaches  to  abstain  ? 
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12  The  Scriptures,  which  our  rule  should  be, 

Teach  us  that  all  are  priests  of  God, 
Whom  Jesus  Christ  from  sin  made  free, 

And  washed  in  His  atoning  blood. 
"  Ye  are  a  band  of  royal  priests," 

Said  Peter  to  his  brethren  dear, 
Who  tasted  of  the  Gospel  Feast, 

And  may  unto  the  Lord  draw  near. 

13  All  Christians  may  with  boldness  come 

Unto  the  throne  of  God's  free  grace ; 
How  shocking  to  be  filled  with  rum 

When  going  to  that  holy  place. 
Death  was  the  doom  of  priests  of  old 

Who  dared  God's  law  to  disobey  ; 
They  found  no  mercy  ;  we  are  told 

How  quickly  were  they  swept  away  I 


14    If  the  Great  God  in  days  of  yore 

Abhorred  the  users  of  strong  drink  ; 
God  is  now  as  he  was  before — 

That  He  has  changed  no  one  can  think. 
Then  all  who  wish  the  Lord  to  please, 

The  accursed  thing  will  put  away ; 
And  from  its  use  forever  cease, 

Because  it  doth  lead  men  astray. 


15    But  some  will  say  there  is  no  harm 

In  drinking  drams  made  by  the  still ; 
Others  suppose  it  hath  a  charm 

That  will  them  cure  of  eveiy  ill. 
Some  drink  to  drive  the  cold  away, 

Some  take  it  when  they  are  too  warm ; 
'Tis  a  blessing,  we  hear  them  say, 

And  surely  it  will  do  no  harm. 
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16    Pray  how  can  that  a  blessing  be 

Which  hath  spread  ruin  all  around  ? 
What  grief,  what  pain,  what  misery, 

Are  made  by  it  for  to  abound  ? 
How  can  we  call  a  fountain  pure 

That  bitter  waters  doth  send  forth  ? 
And  fatal  proves  to  rich  and  poor, 

From  east  to  west,  from  north  to  south. 


17    Is  it  no  harm  to  disobey 

The  ruler  of  this  earthly  sphere  ? 
And  wilfully  to  throw  away 

The  fruits  and  grains  which  do  grow  here  ? 
While  thousands  are  in  want  of  bread, 

The  grain  is  carried  to  the  still, 
And  there  'tis  into  whiskey  made  — 

Is  this  a  doing  of  God's  will  ? 


18    Distillers  into  poison  make 

Productions  of  our  fruitful  soil, 
And  from  the  poor  their  living  take  : 

Oh  !  how  it  makes  my  heart  recoil, 
The  stills  retailers  do  supply, 

Who  make  exertions  for  to  sell ; 
None  who  have  money  they  deny, 

But  try  on  all  to  cast  a  spell. 


19    The  youth  by  them  are  oft  decoyed 

With  wicked  games  and  balls  and  plays  ; 
Hence  innocence  is  oft  destroyed 

And  many  learn  the  drunkard's  ways. 
Satan's  vile  synagogue  they  keep, 

Picking  pockets  is  their  delight ; 
4Tis  enough  to  make  the  angels  weep 

To  see  these  blustering  sous  of  night. 
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20    A  leading  of  poor  souls  astray — 

Yes,  leading  them  to  ruin  down, 
And  taking  all  they  have  away 

Then  casting  upon  them  a  irown. 
Enticing  men  their  homes  to  letive 

That  they  may  seize  upon  their  prey ; 
Their  kindred  and  themselves  to  grieve, 

Themselves  with  alcohol  to  slay. 


21    See  the  retailer  in  his  shop, 

While  the  poor  tipplers  stand  around 
A  drinking  of  the  filthy  slop 

Which  doth  their  sense  and  reason  drown. 
He  cares  not  for  their  suffering  wives, 

Their  hungry  children  cry  in  vain  ; 
He  lives  by  taking  others'  lives, 

Their  goods  and  money  to  obtain. 


22  A  bar-rom  is  a  sink  of  sin 

Where  horrid  oaths  offend  the  ear ; 
The  man  who  loves  to  be  therein 

Of  guilt  must  surely  take  a  share. 
The  rum-sellers,  like  ancient  Cain, 

Their  hands  against  their  brother  raise ; 
With  blood  themselves  these  wretches  stain, 

Far  worse  than  pirates  on  the  seas. 

23  Can  any  man  the  mind  possess 

Of  Him  who  on  the  cross  was  slain, 
Yet  have  a  trade  which  brings  distress — 

Yea,  which  brings  sorrow,  grief  and  pain  ? 
Impossible  !  it  can't  be  so ; 

Christ's  mind  that  man  cannot  enjoy, 
Who  can  into  a  trafiBc  go, 

The  lives  of  others  to  destroy. 
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24    'Twas  not  to  kill  that  Jesus  came  : 

Not  to  destroy,  the  Scriptures  tell ; 
But  men  to  save  from  sin  and  shame, 

To  rescue  them  from  death  and  hell. 
Then  how  can  these  his  servants  be, 

Who  in  a  traffic  do  persist, 
Which  thousands  brings  to  misery 

And  to  the  church  of  j^Gcd  a  pest  ? 


25    'Tis  drinking  doth  the  drunkards  make, 

Retailers  doth  these  drirks  supply  : 
How  shameful  then  to  undertake 

From  Scripture  this  to  justify  ! 
The  Bible  doth  pronounce  a  wToe 

On  those  who  give  their  neighbors  drink  ; 
Who  in  their  way  temptations  throw 

To  cause  them  into  drunk'ness  sink. 


26    How  is  it,  then,  that  those  who  say 

That  they  are  servants  of  the  Lord, 
Drink  baleful  drafts  from  day  to  day, 

And  thus  despise  His  Holy  Word  ? 
They  try  this  course  to  justify  ; 

We  hear  them  say,  "We  do  no  ill ; 
How  can  we  of  ourselves  deny 

That  blessing  which  comes  frcm  the  still  ? 


27    "  We  think  we're  strong  enough,  indeed, 

Not  to  be  slain  by  alcohol." 
Paul  says,  "Let  every  man  take  heed 

Who  thinks  he  stands,  lest  he  should  fall." 
No  man  is  saf  e  while  he  doth  hug 

A  pois'nous  adder  to  his  breast ; 
There's  danger  in  the  fatal  mug, 

Who's  poison  many  has  distressed. 
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28    Some  men  who  once  a  blessing  were, 

And  stood  respected  much  by  all — 
Both  rich  and  poor  did  them  revere, 

Alas  !  poor  men,  we  saw  them  fall. 
They  who  abhor'd  the  drunkard's  crime 

Themselves  fell  in  the  drunkard's  grave  ; 
'Twas  drinking  drams  from  time  to  time 

That  did  their  appetites  deprave. 


29    While  men  drink  drams  they're  insecure, 

But  all  are  safe  who  taste  it  not ; 
He  that  don't  drink  is  very  sure 

He  never  can  become  a  sot. 
Admitting  this  to  be  the  case, 

Should  not  Christians  lend  their  aid 
To  try  to  make  this  evil  cease, 

And  banish  hence  a  wicked  trade  ? 


30    This  is  the  course  that  God  admires ; 

The  Bechabites  his  favor  found  ; 
He  granted  them  all  their  desires — 
gfcThe  Prophet  doth  their  praise  resound. 
No  wine  these  Bechabites  would  take  — 

To  drink  of  it  they  did  refuse  ; 
And  we  a  sacrifice  must  make, 

Our  good  example  for  to  use. 


31    Hark!  hear  the  old  Apostle,  Paul, 
I  .Declare  tliat  uc  no  flesh  will  taste. 

^        Says  he,  "I'll  eat  no  more  at  all, 

While  that  a  stumbling  block  doth  cast. 
If  eating  meat  doth  now  offend 

My  brother,  for  whom  Christ  was  s'ain, 
Without  it  all  my  life  I'll  spend  ; 
Forever  from  it  I'ii  abstain." 
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32   Paul  doth  to  Romans  recommend 

An  abstinence  from  meat  and  wine, 
Or  anything  that  doth  offend 

Or  cause  the  brethren  for  to  pine. 
But  men,  who  often  do  declare 

They  take  the  Scriptures  for  their  guide, 
In  drinking  drams  do  persevere 

And  total  abstinence  deride. 


33    The  Gospel  is  the  only  thing, 

Say  they,  that  will  mankind  reclaim ; 
This  only  can  the  drunkard  bring 

For  to  renounce  his  sin  and  shame. 
To  all  that  do  believe  'tis  true, 

The  Gospel  doth  relief  impart ; 
But  surely  it  can  nothing  do, 

Unless  that  it  can  reach  the  heart. 


34    The  Gospel  can  have  no  access 

Unto  the  man  that's  filled  with  wine  ; 

A  sermon  preached  mid'st  drunkenness 
Is  casting  pearls  before  the  swine. 

But  total  abstinence  can  take 

-  The  drunkard  off  from  ruin's  brink  ; 

A  sober  man  of  him  can  make, 

Then  he  can  see,  and  hear  and  think. 


35    It  fits  the  poor  inebriate 

The  Holy  Gospel  to  embrace  ; 
It  changes  his  unhappy  state, 

And  brings  to  him  life,  health  and  peace. 
It  keeps  the  sober  man  secure, 

It  saves  him  from  the  drunkard's  shame  ; 
It  feeds  and  clothes  the  hungry  poor, 

And  heals  the  feeble,  fcot'ring  frame. 
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86    It. will  our  children  safely  guard 7 

A  sober  course  they  will  pursue ; 
But  some  unwisely  do  speak  hard 

Against  a  cause  which  good  doth  do. 
Why  should  we  speak  against  a  thing 

Which  God  himself  did  institute — 
Which  surely  doth  a  blessing  bring, 

Especially  unto  the  youth. 

37    Cold  water  God  unto  us  gave, 

It  was  a  precious  boon  indeed  ; 
Thousands  this  boon  from  death  doth  save— * 

Of  it  mankind  do  stand  in  need. 
Samson  of  this  beverage  drank, 

Of  alcohol  he  ne'er  partook  ; 
Should  we  not  the  Almighty  thank 

For  pleasant  water  from  the  brook  ? 


38    Then  let  us  take  our  waters  clear, 

Old  John  the  Baptist  did  the  same ; 
He  drank  no  whiskey,  wine  or  beer, 

And  surely  he  deserves  no  blame. 
In  this  the  will  of  God  was  done, 

Read  the  first  chapter  of  St.  Luke : 
Can  Christians  his  example  shun, 

While  they  profess  to  love  God's  book  ? 


£9    What  do  you  think  old  J ohn  would  say 

If  he  could  see  you  selling  gin 
And  drinking  drams  from  day  to  day  ? 

Methinks  h'd  cry,  O  !  dreadful  sin. 
Then  lay  your  rum  and  whiskey  by — 

Cold-water  men  no  more  deride  ; 
For  to  oppose  no  longer  try, 

They  have  the  Scriptures  on  their  sider 
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